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Inflammation of this membrane is called peritonitis. This
smooth membrane is kept continually moist by a small amount
of fluid which it secretes. In the abdomen are the stomach
and intestines, the liver and pancreas, the spleen, the kidneys,
ureters, and bladder. Immediately under the diaphragm and
chiefly on the right is the liver, a large organ with a curved
upper surface to fit the arch of the diaphragm. On the left,
touching the diaphragm, is the stomach, the right end of
which is continuous with the duodenum, or the first part of
the small intestine. The duodenum forms a noticeable bend
which brings it under the stomach. The remainder of the
small intestine forms a number of coils situated in the middle
of the abdomen, making a total length of about 20 feet.
At the lower right-hand corner of the abdomen, the small
intestine enters the large intestine. This is much broader
than the small intestine, and is about six feet in length. It
passes up the abdomen on the right, across to the left just
below the stomach, and down on the left side. The last nine
inches form a more or less straight tube which is called the
rectum; this ends at the external opening called the anus,
The pancreas, or sweetbread, occupies the bend of the
duodenum and passes to the left side under the stomach.
On the left side of the stomach and pancreas is a small dark-
coloured body called the spleen. The kidneys are fixed to the
posterior wall of the abdomen; the right kidney is covered by
the liver and the left by the spleen. The left is rather higher
than the right. Passing down from the kidneys are the two
ureters, or tubes, which end in the bladder. The bladder is in
the front part of the pelvic cavity. From the lower end of
the bladder a tube passes to the external opening through
which the urine is passed.